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O30 |USA | wsa | In a rare expression of unanimity, the Surinam Legislative "
3/ 3 Council adopted a motion on October 7 which called on the government
to do all jpossible to prevent an infringement of any kind to the
ﬂ“ié sovereign rights of the country.

ixpectations that British Guiana will soon be grunted its in-
g;f dependence and an announcement by Premier Burnham on October 4 that
the governments of Britisn Guiana, Venezuela and the United Kingdom
will discuss at the london conf.rence beginning November 9 way:s and
means of roesolving the dis;ute regarding the common boundary of
British Guiona and Venezuela have revived local interest in Surinam's
and British Yuiana's comon boundury. Staten members were particu-
larly fearful that the act jranting independence to British Guiana
would define the latter's boundaries to include .territory which
Surinam claims as its own,
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The area in dis;ute consists af about 15,000 sguare Kkilometers
in the extreme southern area between the Coceroeni and New Rivers ‘
and up to their juncture. By an agreement of 1799 the Governors
of Berbice and Surinam define.” the boun-laries of the two colohies
as the Corantijn River. Through much of the 19th century and through
part of this century controversy arose frow time to time about
whether the boundary ran through the main channel of the river or
whether the western bank constituted the division between the two
colonies, Apparently, British Guiuana has now accepted the western
bank of the Corantijn as the boundary. Until the discovery of the
New River in 1871 the Coeroeni River was gemerally accepted by
both colonies as the principal source of the Corantijn River and

[ therefore the boundary. Since that time neither the authorities N

00T 26 PM 3 06 . &
CGPYFLO-PBR

[Eet e
too

o UNCLASS IFIED . FOR DEPT. USE ONLY
DS. 323 : @ln [ Jou

Coatents nnd,(_'hulﬁcatiou Approved by:

\,iu
ICheatham/seg  10/23/65 BDKuj pinger

Drafted by:

Clearances: v

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/10/02 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000700070018-1



Declassmed and Approved For Release 2012/10/02 : CIA- RDP08CO1297R000700070018 1
Page 2, 4-45 fr. *dramarloo

in Georgetovn nor those in Paramaribo and The Hague have been

entirely consistent about where the boundary lay, but in general
Dutch.authorities have maintained that the New River should be-

considered the boundary as it is the pr1n01pal source of the
Corantijn River. The English authorities apuarently have never
~accepted this contention.

Last year the government appointed a commission to study the -
legal aspects of Surinam's claim. ‘While the report of ‘the com-
mission has never been made publlc, apparently the greater part
of the evidence to support Surinam's contention was gleaned from

~the pages of the West Indische Gids, a Dutch jpublication, whose
editions of the 1920's and early 1930's contain much of the his-
torical background of this old controversy. With the conclusion
of the comnission's investigations, a confidential report was
made to -the govermment which then publishe:i a decree of May 5, 1965
which change the name of the New River to the Boven Corantian
River (1n Engllsh, the Upper Corantijn h1Ver).

In an_"Questlon‘and Answer“,perlod of the session on October
7y Minister President Pengel declared that only a supernatural
being could deflect him from his standpoint that the -idsputed area
belongs to Surinam. He promised that the parliamentary opposition
would be repreuented in a negotiating commnission which is to be S
formed. The October 14 edition of the Paramaribo daily "De West'"
carries an ANP report that the government of the Netherlands King-
dom will, in consultation with the Surinam government, contact
“the British government concerning a definite settlement of the
boundary between Surinam and British Guiana. Presumably, this-
will be one before discussions get underway in London betwcen
the wovornments of the Unlte Kingdom, Venezuela and British Guiana.
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